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passion for independence; and theosophy with its unlimited
speculative possibilities meets the gnostic need for sublime
intuitions.
These organizations, or systems, are symbols (arvpftoXov^
confession of faith), which make it possible for man to erect
a spiritual counterpole to primitive instinctive nature;
a cultural attitude, as opposed to mere instinctiveness.
This has been the function of all religions. For a long time,
and for the great majority of mankind, the symb6l of a
collective religion has sufficed. It is perhaps only for a time,
and for relatively few men, that the existing collective
religions are inadequate. Wherever the cultural process is
moving forward, whether in separate individuals or in groups,
the disintegration of collective convictions is to be found.
Every forward step in culture is psychologically an extension
of consciousness, a coming to consciousness that can take
place only through discrimination. An advance, therefore,
always begins with individuation, that is to say, through the
fact that an individual, conscious of his uniqueness, cuts a
new way through hitherto untrodden country. To do this he
must first return to the fundamental facts of his own being,
quite irrespective of all authority and tradition, and allow
himself to become conscious of his distinctiveness. In so far
as he succeeds in giving collective validity to his widened
consciousness, he creates a tension of the opposites that
provides the stimulation needed by culture for its further
advance.
It is not true that the development of the individuality is
under all circumstances either necessary or opportune. Yet
one may well believe, as Goethe has said, that ' the greatest
happiness of the children of earth lies only in personality',
and that there are relatively many people to whom the
development of individuality is the prime necessity, especially
in a cultural epoch like ours, that is literally flattened out
by collective norms—an epoch where the newspaper is the
master of the earth. According to my experience there are,

